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Bilingual School Psychologist for -21 years
(Southern California).
Associate Professor/Program Director-14
years (Cal Baptist University, Riverside, CA).
Private Practice–14 years.
Provide clinical support for special education
teams through Blazer Works. 
My philosophy of practice is informed by
clinical practice and personal experience as a
former EL and child of immigrants growing up
along the southwest border (San Diego, CA)
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Differentiate between
language proficiency and
dominance. 

Understand why language
proficiency assessment
should always be the first
step in assessing English
learners. 

Gain knowledge of the
formal and informal tools
used to assess language
proficiency. 

TODAY'S AGENDA
By the end of this webinar, the participants will: 



PART I
Differentiate between language
proficiency and dominance. 



Monolingual Dominance: The state of being able to speak only
one language, and it can be caused by cultural background,
geographical location, or lack of exposure to other languages.

Balanced Bilingual Dominance: Equally proficient in two or
more languages and can easily switch between them.

Asymmetrical Bilingual Dominance: When a person is more
proficient or comfortable in one language than the other(s). This
can occur due to factors such as the age at which the second
language was learned or the frequency with which each
language is used.

Language dominance is the degree to which one language is more
frequently used, more proficient, and more important to an
individual than other languages.

Types of language dominance:  

Proficiency and Dominance 



Understand
Speak
Read
Write 



Language proficiency refers to a person's skill level or
competence in a particular language. 

It reflects the individual's ability to apply the following skills
effectively and accurately :

Proficiency is typically measured along a continuum from
elementary to advanced or near-native proficiency.

Proficiency and Dominance 



Proficiency and Dominance 

Montrul, S. (2015). Dominance and proficiency in early and late bilingualism. In C. Silva-Corvalán & J. Treffers-
Daller (Eds.), Language Dominance in Bilinguals: Issues of Measurement and Operationalization (pp. 15-35).
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. doi:10.1017/CBO9781107375345.002



Proficiency and Dominance 

Profile 1: Proficiency and dominance
 in one language (monolingual students): 



Proficiency and Dominance 

Profile 2: Proficiency and dominance in two languages:

L1                         L2



Proficiency and Dominance 

Profile 3: Uneven proficiency (asymmetrical) in two
languages (asymmetrical dominance).

L1                         L2



Profile #3: Minimal proficiency in both languages 
(developing both languages). 

Proficiency and Dominance 

L1                         L2



Proficiency and Dominance 
Key Takeaways: 

Language proficiency refers to a person's level of skill or competence in a
particular language. It assesses the individual's ability to understand, speak,
read, and write in that language. 

Proficiency is often measured on a scale that ranges from basic to advanced
levels. Common proficiency levels include beginner, intermediate, advanced,
and native or near-native proficiency.

Language proficiency and dominance are fluid and dynamic.  



PART 2
Understand why language
proficiency assessment should
always be the first step in
assessing English learners. 



Language Proficiency Assessment

Student A: Grew up in a home where he only
heard English (100%). He is enrolled in
Kindergarten in an English program.  

Student B:  Grew up in a home hearing L1
(75%) of the time and L2 (25%). He is enrolled
in Student A’s class. 

Both in Kindergarten:






What are the implications? 

Student A            Student B



Language Proficiency Assessment



Language Proficiency Assessment

Olvera, P., & Gomez-Cerrillo, L. (2011). A
bilingual (English & Spanish) psychoeducational
assessment MODEL grounded in Cattell-Horn
Carroll (CHC) theory: A cross battery approach.
Contemporary School Psychology, 15, 117–127.



Language Proficiency Assessment



Language Proficiency Assessment



Language Proficiency Assessment



Language Proficiency Assessment



Language Proficiency Assessment

Heath Marrs, M., De Leon, M., & Lawless, T. (2022).
Use of English Language Proficiency Data to Better
Assess Reading Growth for English Language
Learners. School Psychology Review, 51(4), 427-440.
doi:10.1080/2372966X.2021.1917971



Language Proficiency Assessment

“This study investigated the crosslinguistic relationship between the CALP in L1 and L2, as measured by the Woodcock-
Muñoz Language Survey (WMLS) and reading growth, as measured by Curriculum Based Measurement Oral Reading
Probes, with 77 second- and third grade students in transitional bilingual classes. A significant, but weak relationship
was found between Spanish CALP Broad Standard Score and English CALP Broad Standard Score with reading growth
in Spanish and in English, respectively. The crosslinguistic relationship, as measured by the WMLS, and its relationship
to reading growth is further discussed.”

Laija-Rodríguez, W., Ochoa, S.
H., & Parker, R. (2006). The
Crosslinguistic Role of
Cognitive Academic Language
Proficiency on Reading Growth
in Spanish and English.
Bilingual Research Journal,
30(1), 87-106.
doi:10.1080/15235882.2006.1
0162867



Language Proficiency Assessment

Language Proficiency Expectected Academic 
Peformance



Language Proficiency Assessment

Language Proficiency Below Performance



Proficiency and Dominance 
Key Takeaways: 

Language proficiency is just that. 
Used as a predictor of academic performance. 
Language is fluid and dynamic throughout our lifetime (the more you use it, the
stronger it is). 
Language proficiency measures measure CALP. 



PART 3
Gain knowledge of the formal and
informal tools used to assess
language proficiency.



Language Proficiency Assessments



Chapter 3: Fairness in Testing 
Threats to Fair and Valid Interpretations of Scores:
Construct Irreverent Bias*: 

Standards
3.13- A test should be administered in
the language that is most relevant and
appropriate to the test purpose.
3.14 - When testing requires the use of
an interpreter, the interpreter should
follow standardized procedures and, to
the extent feasible, be sufficiently
fluent in the language and content of
the test and the examinee’s native
language and culture to translate the
test and related testing materials and
to explain the examinee’s test
responses, as necessary

1.
a.

i.
1.

2.

* =  introduction of
extraneous, uncontrolled
variables that affect
assessment outcomes.

Language Proficiency Assessments
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Language Proficiency Assessments



Language Proficiency Assessments
WMLS 3 

Standard Score 
Score/RPI  

Academic Test
Standard 

Score 

Broad Oral Language
English (E)
Spanish (S)
(4 subtests)

E: SS= 101
S: SS=  92

Reading Comprehension 
English (E)
Spanish (S)



Written Expression 

English 
Spanish 

E: SS= 77
S: SS= 84



E: SS= 97
S: SS= 96

Listening  
English 
Spanish

 

E: SS= 95
S: SS= 84

Reading Comprehension 
(English)

E: SS= 77
S: SS= 84

Speaking 
English

Spanish  

E: SS= 90
S: SS= 97

Written Expression (English)
E: SS= 97
S: SS= 96






Language Proficiency Assessments



Language Proficiency Assessments



Language Proficiency Assessments
WJ IV OL 

Standard Score 
Score 

Academic Test
Standard 

Score 

Oral Language (English)
88

(CALP = 3.5)
Limited to Fluent 

Reading Comprehension 
(English)



Written Expression 

English 

87





72

Lenguage Oral (Spanish)
54

(CALP = 2)
Very Limited 

NA NA

Listening Comprehension
(English) 89

Reading Comprehension 
(English)

87

Oral Expression
(English) 

88 Written Expression (English) 72



Language Proficiency Assessments
WJ IV OL 

Standard Score 
Score 

Academic Test
Standard 

Score 

Oral Language (English)
88

(CALP = 3.5)
Limited to Fluent 

Reading Comprehension 
(English)



Written Expression 

English 

73





71

Lenguage Oral (Spanish)
54

(CALP = 2)
Very Limited 

NA NA

Listening Comprehension
(English) 89

Reading Comprehension 
(English)

73

Oral Expression
(English) 

88 Written Expression (English) 71
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Language Proficiency Assessments

ELPAC 
Level

(Standards)
Academic Test

Grade
(Standards) 

Listening
Comprehension

(English-only)
3

Reading
Comprehension 

(English)
1

Oral Expression
(English-only )

3
Written Expression

(English) 
1



Language Proficiency Assessments

https://www.stocktonusd.net/cms/lib/CA01902791/Centricity/D
omain/156/SOLOM%20Observation%20Form%20Rev%20Au
gust%202017.pdf

Scoring
Level I: Beginning, score 5–11
Level II: Intermediate, score 12–18
Level III: Advanced, score 19–24
Level IV: Proficient, score 25

https://www.stocktonusd.net/cms/lib/CA01902791/Centricity/Domain/156/SOLOM%20Observation%20Form%20Rev%20August%202017.pdf


Language Proficiency Assessments

Scoring
Level I: Beginning, score 5–11
Level II: Intermediate, score 12–18
Level III: Advanced, score 19–24
Level IV: Proficient, score 25



Language Proficiency Assessments

Scoring
Level I: Beginning, score 5–11
Level II: Intermediate, score 12–18
Level III: Advanced, score 19–24
Level IV: Proficient, score 25



Proficiency and Dominance 
Key Takeaways: 

IDEA mandates that we assess language proficiency. 
WJ IV OL and WMLS III measure CALP/language proficiency. 
Language proficiency is a predictor of academic performance in the designated
language. 
 The SOLOM is a non-standardized assessment of language proficiency. 



01 02 03

How to differentiate
between language
proficiency and dominance. 

Why language proficiency
assessment should always
be the first step in assessing
English learners. 

Prominant formal and
informal tools used to
assess language proficiency. 

REVIEW 
Today we discussed: 
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